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26 August 1949 


MEMORANDUM FOR* The Direotor, Central Intelligence Agency 
SUBJECT* Cljfemik-ttn^fe 


Coramunioatioas Facilities 


- Sf ^ sisrstr 

both ft^T 8 ^ f f ““ ) r * a i° owrler facilities ana of the future program 
progr^"^.^,^”' “* Ur ‘° to "‘ V*™* «V~ ocmmnts ol thi 


typoa^of °f the^ previous mmfmdum, the scope and 

involved in comnmloatiom wppo?rtSirii™ t ^ eIp “ ded “ d th » problem 

totfJect VL^ 8 Sn d of e cU C t^aSio ^such*^^® ^ PtilaeS of< Urgency 

axoroiae by the oJSfJfc* 

S'tSht '* pr,SMt “ d prop °‘" ,d w ** <■«■«* «. ttTIStu. 


Tjl+ , M a * W f Shingt °“ 3686 Station was initially established to serve the 
““ ^?TT » originally omsisted of a „ M ”»r 

i aA^°Su 0 ^ y ’ utilising U. S. Navy transmitters at Annapolis Bv- no+^h«v 
1949, the companion transmitter station will be in operation* and^^ 
agreement, the use of U. S. Navy transmitters will be discontinued Some 
i^STaeJv^ the ?* S * Wa 8 hin St° a Base Station will be required to 'enable 

tUhinZ j^ssk f om Eur r ^^LTl: 

because enlargement 


a 24 h J im x^r * B f 80 St ?^ 0n * BeCause continuous radio service throughout 
a 24 hour day is impossible across the North Atlantic, it is ne<*«s*oi-!r +« 
oonnact Washin gton with some Sou-bhftw s necessary to 


connect Washin gton with some Southern point, preSSbiy not f^^st 
Kie soundest radio planning ©alls for a base 

Ld bfi IT1 TTfln 4'n r> n**4 a«<I X.. _ j n . . . 


. 1 ~wv*^vw 0 v 4 . amu piannine oaXls ror « b»sA 

Tills base should be given top priority after -fchnM wMrtV. *» j 

oonstruotioa, In addition, an ^ ^ -, r, ^ 011 . are already under 

_ * i t . . . w 


jm aaoiticm. an 4 -u V 

available backup base for covert stations in Wartimm ^n d Northeastern 
Europe, should our nro-iecW w- T. . rtheaat0 m 


Europe, should our projected base 
action, 

%m\M PROCESSED FG! 


I’sIVl 


_li_0Cl49S8 

(oats) 


be lost by enemy 
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o. The Base is shown on the map as under construction. 

This is planned as a mobile base for which equipme nt and vehioles are in the 
process of construction, and on which negotiations 

| are progressing favorably. It is hoped that tills 
base will be ready for operation in the Spring or Summer of 1950. 


d. Base Station* This existing "o old war” base is being en- 

larged to insure proper support of expanding cover operations behind the 


3he activities 


Iron Curtain and to provide capacity , 

of this station could result in a considerable expenditure of Russian tech- 
nician manpower should countermeasures be initiated by them. Under emergency 
conditions, this station oould serve as a backup relay point for handling 
traffio to and from the Middle Bast, provided security barriers resulting 
from the different of stations in each area oould be surmounted 


or had to be disregarded due to the urgency of the traffio. 


^ This station is now under construction and 

should be completed in six to eight mo nths. As s oon as completed, the 




Base Station. 


Middle East network will be reoriented and, of far more importance, 

will undertake the covert support of Eastern Mediterranean, including 

- . * . . . . I I j n 


Radio communications between Washington 


direct cirouit as soon as 


are planned by 


frequency channels for such service are obtained, 
replaced by relay through 


base is in operation and necessary 


This oirouit should be 
base as soon as that station is activated* 


Base Stations. The planning for more adequate 
support of Middle and Western Mediterranean operations by establishment of 
base facilities at these locatio ns will be undertaken at a later date, since 
the establishment of 
communications have priority 


Base and the reconstruction of Far Eastern 

r in addition, the uncertainty as to friendly 

long term political control’ of each looation limits present action to 
general planning* 


g. Far Eastern Base Facilities* Both planning and construction must 
be made as flexible as possible due to the ohanging political picture in 
the area* Distances and operational considerations dictate the early 
construction of a major base in some politically tenable area, preferably 

with small stations capable of rapid 


movement at other locations 

A reserve of small stations would be held at tne main 


base* 


h* Long rang© pl anning lnolud es a second major Far Eastern Base, 


established if possible [ for the support of operations in Central 

and Southeastern Asia and as a link in the CIA global carrier system* As 
nl owning and operations progress, small stations may be required at such 


ftrnnrT 
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. * central Relay Station* Future planning include & this 

station at the finaUwl the 

intelligence reports and necessary administrative 


25X1 


4. In addition to the facilities described above, a ^ ber 

. ?!, ■ “ 7 ll r transDortable base stations are being procured for 

?f^«nSth^o 2Ss requiring immediate base facilities under emergency 

s =wsr 

the then existing base facilities. 

... i 

with operational planning* 

fi The establishment of CIA trunk-line facilities outlined above is 

6. The estaDixsnmen organization of necessary frequencies 

dependent upon the rftdio communications centers. The frequency 
for connecting these ^ the Communications Division 

requirements will be presentea aniuiax y ^ allocations of the 

through .xt.ting “2* L h^L plrector »t th. highost 

magnitude involved will neoessitai^ action y 14 . , ^-h-tect will be 

governmental levels. A specific memorandum on the flatter subject will 

forwarded upon completion of the initial investigation. 

7. The program herein is concurred in by the Assistant Director 
for Policy Coordination. 


Assistant DiJ/edtor 
Speoial Operations 


m m OCPDCT 
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XU( "■ in oontrol- 

Buropoou wtr wtg tf! ST “* •“** **•*•• «* «* 

wi» net located and on Sc bell Sth Si 1*1? «o*wnioatione center, 
ttfederground unite. ° ^ th th * 4io ***■ iM **» tend. ef 

«* S."S£ 2 S&gajg rs; «• •» — 

center — * “ — 7 J-ooaning a base radio ooanunieatlon 


**ttef b l S.I^Md t w^ShI e nIIIU P 2rJeiL i *4? 8 f e ? t * d thRt **• 
prelect initiated a. mmrlv •■*«*** f., 7oroe °**i«ialB and the 

ftmd. no. .2u&" y ** P °“ n ’ 1 * Ir w< “ r ««t » «y mu. 

..on i.’T^ol 0 2™ jgLT"* ” rn,ort 01 <“• « 


8* i. mu&wsmrm 

liar Admiral, #SV 

Birector of Central Intelligence 


Ci^CcJ 
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Mtl-kOtiAWbcii FAk: The Director of Central Intelligence 


/ 


April 8, 1948 


Reference: Memo for Assistant Director for Special Operations, 

dated 24 March 1948 


1* For communication planning purposes, the Office of Special Operations 
has proceeded on the following bases: 

a. To provide secure means of communications for intelligence reports 
throughout the world during normal peacetime, 

b. To provide continuous and secure means of communications for 
intelligence reports in areas of local political trouble or where normal facilities 
are inadequate, 

c. To train and recommend location of radio operators to stay behind 
in case of invasion, 

d. To establish and maintain consnuni cations bases for the control of 
agent, stay-behind or clandestine radio operators. 

e. To provide, in the event of war, continuous and secure means of 
communications for intelligence reports throughout the world and from the scene 
of action for the period immediately following the outbreak of hostilities (a 
xhatter of weeks and perhaps months). This is to be expanded during the war to 
long-term strategic intelligence and tactical intelligence in the immediate 
support of combat units. 

2. The basic responsibilities outlined above are met by utilizing existing 
facilities where such facilities are adequate or approach satisfactory service, 
by supplementing existing facilities in some cases where such action can be 
taken, and by providing facilities when non-existent. The praotice of not 
duplicating existing facilities, except when definitely required to afford security 
for emergency usage, dictates the extent to which CIA installations are made. 

3. So far, the Communications Division, 0S0, through liaison with State, . 

War, and Ha vy Departments, has established continuous and secure facilities through- 
out the world, either by using existing facilities or by supplementing them where 
necessary. The supplementary stations established to date have been located in 

an attempt to carry out the basio assumptions. It must be recognized that the 
job of establishing normal peacetime facilities has had first priority and that 
wartime aspects of our responsibilities have not been fully met, 

4. The problem of having communications bases available to support 
clandestine radio operations has led to the establishment by CIA of three main 
communications bases overseas, one in Europe, one in the Middle East, and one in the 
Far East, The bases in the Middle and Far East have several sub-bases operating 
under them. The problem is not completely solved by these stations, and it is 
believed that at least one more station should be added to the networks. 
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5, The base station in Europe was to provide a communications control 
point for Europe, I I and to relay the traffic back to the 

U. S. To accomplish this. 


r J- f \ 

For added securi/ty and to utilize Anny trans-Atlantic facilities* 

_ r _u • n - 


the ultimate location was decided 
oould be activated, a tempora ry base was established 
recently been shifted 


Until this 
which has 


This base handles the normal daily com- 
munications services to 0S0 installations in Europe and serves as a training area 
for agents and stay-behind operators for this area. In the event of an emergency, 
this base would provide an emergency radio terminal and relay point for Europe, 
and would service clandestine operations until overrun. 


6, The Middle East Base Station, 


controls 


u* jLiiO xy.xu.u.xu mtxo v uaov m vxw ** 9 I ^ 

a network of sub-base st ations throughout the area and serves as a relay station 
to the U, S* H The l ocation of this base 

station was originally planned ! but due ' fco °P" 
position encountered, w as situated 


bases handle the CIAl — • 

event of emergency, service limited clandestine operations in the Middle and 

Hear East and the Balkans, 


There is now some indication that 
desires the station removed. This base station and its sub- 


traffic for this area and can, in the 


7, The problem of relocating the Middle East Base Station has been studied 
with several possible solutions being presented as follows* 


8* Since both the European Base Station and the present Middle East Base 
station can be expected to be useful only during peacetime, a rear echelon base 
station should be considered and established. The following locations have been 
considered with results as follows* 


MS** APAnff 
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